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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Houx-Hoefer-Rehkop House, facing east, is located on Lot 1 and the north 2 feet 
of Lot 2 (52' x 135') of Block Q, Chamblin's Addition, at the southwest corner of

i the intersection of Walnut (originally Boggs) Street and 19th (originally Seattle) 
Street in Higginsville, Missouri. It is a two-story residence in the Italianate

; architectural style with brick painted a soft gray, with white wood trim and charcoal
! gray shutters.

j Originally, the house was a five room hip-roof "T" plan, probably built in 1882
| with two rooms exactly over two rooms and a one story room to the rear. Several
! additions now niafee' it £ nine room h"ous"e with a 7' x'32 1 front porch With four round
] columns'and two'half-rb'urid columns (where they join the house)' all' with Corinthian
i capitals. . .

The second story front porch has a simple railing, the posts of which, where they 
join the house, are capped by a split-in-half ornamental urn. The second floor 
porch door is of the Cross & Bible design, as is the two-light transomed first 
floor main entrance door and a wide front door with four pane sidelights and fanlight

•j "~ on the north side room addition. This latter room was added using salvaged materials 
"i from the Confederate Home of Missouri which was located just north of Higginsville 

| until its demise in the early 1950's. Building materials used incTude handmade 
' I bricks, stone sills, stone slabs, foundation stones and the fanlight from the front 

j entrance of the Main Building after its.demolition in 1954, This room also has a
•i railing around 3 sides of the flat roof, simulating a porch to match the one over 

I the front porch".' 
I

All windows throughout the house are double hung 2/2 lights with segment! arches 
and plain lug s.to.ne sills with exceptions as follows:

1. The two 48,", x 72" windows flanking the main entrance, which have,two lights: 
the top' bne'being 16" high by 40" wide and the lower one being 48" high by 
40" wide. These windows are capped by plain stone lintels and also have plain 
lug stone sills.

2. The upstairs windows, one in the southwest bedroom and the other in the northwest 
bedroom are 52" x 68" double hung 1/1 lights with segmental arches and plain 
lug stone sills. (A similar window in the downstairs original west room is still 
curtained on the inside, but has no outside exposure since it is enclosed by 
the room addition to the northwest).

3. Two smaller 21" x 68" double hung 1/1 light windows with segmental arch and plain 
lug stone sill — one in the upstairs southwest bedroom and another in the downstairs 
bath.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Houx-Hoefer-Rehkop. House, as it is generally known, is an example of Itali.anate 
architecture of t;he West Central Missouri .region, exhibiting .design refinements 

used during the late 19th Century within the State of Missouri. It is preserved 
with a high degree of original integrity and survives intact. In addition, 
its importance is enhanced through its association with the locally prominent 
families of George W. and Fannie P. Houx, Daniel Hoefer and Leonard D. and 
Mar'ie H. Rehkop.

The land on which the Houx-Hoefer-Rehkop house is built was fir-st owned by Nathan 
A. and Eliza Jane Speer, who acquired the land, from the U. S. Government on 
December 5, 1843. They were- followed by Harvey J. and Carrie F. Higgins (for 
whom Higginsville is named), John McMeekin and George A. Chamblin.

George W. and Fannie P. Houx purchased the land in 1882. George W. Houx, Esq. 
was born August 13, 1826, the son of William and'Charlotte Houx. He was a 
brick mason by trade and built the original five room house on Lotsi and 2', 
Block Q, Chamblin's Addition.

In 1880, George W. Houx, Esq. helped organize the Higginsville Lodge No. 364, 
A.F. & A.M. His son, Frank L. Houx, and his son-in-law, Homer H. Luce, were 
partners in the ownership of the Higginsville Advance in 1880 (History of 
Lafayette County, pp. 275, 411.

Daniel Hoefer, son of Charles Hoefer (the first German settler in Higginsville) 
was the home's owner from 1904 until 1938. Daniel Hoefer followed his father 
as president of the Bank of Higginsville and held many other important positions, 
including mayor of Higginsville. It was during Daniel's ownership of the home 
that the first major alterations took place. In 1904 the house saw the addition 
of a front porch, back porch, side porch, kitchen, two upstairs bedrooms and bath 
with the backstairs leading to them.

Daniel Hoefer's daughter, Lewine, owned the home from 1938 to 1940. She held 
controlling Interest in the Bank of Higginsville after her father's death. It 
was during this time that the kitchen was remodeled to provide a downstairs bath.
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There are five brick chimneys painted white. Two of them accomodate fireplaces; 
the third serves the furnace; the fourth serves as the vent for the hot water 
heater; and the fifth is merely an ornamental twin of one of those serving a 
fireplace. These latter two are in the middle of the main roof and are a 
prominent, distinguishing feature of the house. A sixth chimney was taken back 
to the roofline in the early 1950's. There is a cornice and frieze topping the 

entire second floor circumference of the house.

The early brick work is common, or American Bond, while the later additions 
are both common and stretcher bond, Only under the earliest parts of the 
house does the less-than-one-foot foundation show. It is brick covered with 
a one-inch layer of concrete. There is no basement. At one time there was a 
cistern on the back porch which has now been floored over.

Interior

On entering from the east through the main entrance, one encounters a central 

stair and stair closet. The stairway is broad with two landings, paneling, 

decorative posts and balustrades. - --

Around the stair are grouped three of the five original (approximately 15' x 15') 

rooms: one to the north, one to the south, and one to the west. The baseboards, 

door, and window frames of these rooms are of a type used extensively in the last 

quarter of the 19th century. All woodwork is painted off-white. The ceilings 

are 10 feet high. The floors are of 2V wide strips of oak, laid geometrically 

in room-length strips in such a manner as to make it possible to have a double 

border of darker 2% strips of walnut around each room.

The south room has a mirrored brown and cream tile lined fireplace; the west 

room a mirrored green tile fireplace, and a built-in china closet that once 

was a door to the south. The north door of this room, which once led to a side 

porch now leads to the northwest room addition. This added room has a fireplace 

of black Italian marble veined with green and white, that once lined the 

tellers' cages at the Bank of Higginsville, There are natural birch built-in, 

open shelves on either sfde of the fireplace as well as a matching birch ceiling. 

A one-paned glass door opens to a stoop to the southwest and out to the backyard.
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A swinging south door opens from the west room into the kitchen with its enclosed 
back stair under which is built a bathroom as a room-long space taken from the 
east side of the kitchen to form a bath. The east door of bath leads back 
into the south room.

The-second floor contains the other two original rooms, built directly over the 
two first floor north and south rooms. An additional bedroom has been built 
exactly over the first floor west room as well as a bath and a smaller bedroom 
over the kitchen and downstairs bath. The woodwork on the second floor is simpler 
thaii that of the first floor.

Alterations

As far as is known, the original five rooms still survive with very little 
change. Additions to the ctmcture include:

1. The 1904 addition of the front porch, back porch, side porch, kitchen, 
two upstairs bedrooms-and bath with the backstairs leading to them.

2. The 1938 remodeling of the kitchen to provide a downstairs bath.

3. The 1941 addition of a furnace room, replacing the north end of the back 
porch and extending the hot water heating system to include all upstairs 
rooms.

4. The 1954 addition of the HI' x 33' northwest room, preserving historic 
materials from the Confederate Home of Missouri,

5. The addition of shutters in the early 1960's, Some of these came from 
the Charles Hoefer home which burned to the ground in the 1920's.
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Leonard D. and Marie H. Rehkop purchased the home from Lewine Hoefer Russell in 
1940. Mrs. Rehkop still owns the house today. Leonard Rehkop, who died in 
1959, was a professional photographer and owner of the Rehkop Studio with 
locations in Higginsville, Concordia and Sweet Springs, Missouri. Leonard and 
Marie were to make the last two major alterations to the.house: the first being 
in 1941 with the addition of a furnace room, replacing the north end of the 
back porch and extending the hot water heating system to include all upstairs 
rooms; the second in 1954 with the addition of the 21' x 33' northwest room, 
preserving historic materials from the Confederate home of Missouri.
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Houx-Hoefer-Rehkop House
Higginsvllle, Lafayette County, Missouri

U.S.G.S 7.5" 1950 Quadrangle

"Higginsville, Mo." (Photorevised
Scale: 1:24,000   1978)

UTH Reference:

15/437840/4325240
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